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Climate Change Hazards

Urban Risk and Impact
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Agreement
(date of agreement)

Scope of agreement

Relevance for cities, settlements
and infrastructure

Relevance for addressing
climate change risk

Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk

Global agreement for reducing disaster
risks in all countries and at all levels.

Identifies rapid urbanisation as a key underlying
risk factor for disasters and driver of resilience.
Promotes shift from disaster response to

Highlights the need to respond to systemic
risk, including compound and cascading
risks and impacts from natural, technological

government, especially sub-

as appropriate’.

and local, to support sustainable
development, infrastructure and climate
mitigation (UN-Habitat, 2016b).

Offeers little on how to get finance to
support local governments addressing these
commitments.

Reduction Hiohliohts urbanisati Key dri disaster risk management and reduction and biological hazards. Includes focus on
(March 2015) Ig, g u Ia!usa fonasa river through cooperation between national and local chronic stressors and sudden shocks through
of risk and resilience. . . ] :
governments. Limited focus on the role of civil governance, planning, disaster response,
society. post-event recovery.
Global agreement arising from the Includes general comments on the impaortance
International Conference on Finandng of local actors and recognises the need for
for Development (United Nations, strengthening capacities of municipal and local Financing a critical element of risk reduction in
) ) 2015a) emphasized the need for governments. cities and settlements (see Section 6.4).
::::;?;;;’a pilionSosds adequate financing at all levels of Commits to “support’ local governments to Underlying variability of institutional

arrangements inhibits development of universal
framework.

Transforming our waorld: the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development
(September 2015)

Global agreement adopted by 193
governments that indudes the 17
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

SDG11 speaks explictly to making cities
“inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable’.
Extensive reference to universal provision of
basic services in other SDGs which will require
substantial efforts in cities; equality and
governance are also stressed.

Focuses on national goaks and national
monitaring with insufficient recognition of key
roles of local and regional governments and

urban dvil sodety in addressing most of the SDGs.

5DG13 on climate action requires action in cities
and settlements,

Integrated approach can address underlying
drivers of risk.

The Paris Agreement
{December 2015)

Global agreement under UM Framework
Convention on Climate Change: signed
by 194 and ratified by 189 member
states (05/01/21).

References the role of the local or sub-national
levels of government and cities as non-state
actors.

Encourages dties to develop spedfic agendas for
climate action (mitigation and adaptation).

The World Humanitarian Summit
(May 2016)

Not an agreement, but a summit of 180
member states generating over 3500
commitments to action and addressing
the role of non-state actors in reducing
risk of climate change related forced
displacement of people.

Includes five agreed 'core responsibilities’ with
relevance for urban areas, and commitments
were made by professional associations,
non-govemnmental organisations and netwarks
of local authorities to address these in towns
and cities.

Climate change likely to shape flows of refugees
and migrants who are likely to live in highly
exposed areas, particularly in low-income dties.
However ‘meagre funding for collaboration, poor
data collection and sharing’ (Acuto, 2016) limits
commitment effectiveness (Speckhard, 2016).

The New Urban Agenda
(October 2016)

Global agenda adopted at UN
Conference on Housing and Sustainable
Urban Development (Habitat I}
envisioned national urban polidies and
adaptation plans as a central device

to inform sub-national govemments
addressing sustainable development.

Intended as the global guideline for sustainable
urban development for 20 years, seeking to
provide coherence with other agreements.

Focus on national policy and action. Limited
recognition of urban governments or civil society
as initiators and drivers of change.

Clearly frames roles for cities within national
and intemational systems in contributing

to sustainability (including low-carbon
development) and resilience (including
adaptation). Frames the role for cities within
national and international systems, including
an ongoing assessment of their contribution
to sustainability and resilience (Kaika, 2017;
Valencia et al., 2019).
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